
THE COLUMNSTHE COLUMNS  

As Anti-Bullying week comes to an end, I hope you have all had time to reflect on

the message this year of ‘One Kind Word’. The daily tasks and activities set by the

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors have been fantastic, and have encouraged us to think

about what we’re saying; look out for each other: and remember to be an

upstander, and not a bystander. I hope everyone had fun participating in today’s

Feell Good Friday activities! Furthermore, if you would like to get involved in the

fight against bullying in the school community please contact Mrs Baxter, or if

you would like to help outwith school, research the Diana Award, This is a charity

set up in honour of Princess Diana, and works to empower the young people of

today.  Unfortunately, there will not be a Columns edition next week - blame the

huge workload of Highers! Look out for the publication in the first week of

December :) 

HSD‘s newsletter: Issue 45  by pupils; for pupils

Editor-in-chief, Sahar Jafferbhoy 

Z a r a  K i n g  

Would you like to be famous?

Would you like to be famous? For some, being famous may sound like the
best thing ever - the money, the free things, the fans. But is this really the
case? Is all fame ‘good’ fame? The stalkers, the haters, the social pressure.
There have been many celebrities who have admitted to hating being in
the spotlight: Jennifer Lawrence, Johnny Depp and even Chris Evans. And
for some celebrities this pressure caused major issues for the future of
their careers, especially for those that became famous at an early age such
as, Miley Cyrus or the Olsen Twins. Miley Cyrus, most famous for ‘Hannah
Montana,’ a highly successful Disney Channel production, when reflecting
on her experience on the show was quoted as saying, "I had to evolve
because Hannah was larger than life, larger than me. I felt like I was never
going to amount to the success of Hannah Montana. Really, Hannah
Montana was not a character. That wasn’t what the show is about. It was
about a normal girl with a wig on. Everything was always in me. The
concept of the show, it’s me. I’ve had to really come to terms with that and
not be third-person about it." Highlighting how confusing it can be to grow
up in the limelight.
I don’t think I would like to be a celebrity, I feel like it would have too much
pressure and have too many strings attached.



In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
Simone Finlayson 

On the 11th of November 1918 Germany surrendered and signed an armistice

agreement with the Allied Forces. On the 12th of November 2021 HSD once

again remembered those who fought for their country, not just in WWI but

also in WWII. Our own cadet force were lined up to lead us in the silence, with

the pipe band delivering such sublime harmonies to our ears. 

Armistice is the one time in life where everything seems to stop and take a

moment of respect and silence for our brave elders. Everyone is different,

everyone is unique, but armistice is one of the many things that joins us

together as one. Our thoughts are combined and we are identical. 

”In Flanders fields the poppies blow,
Between the crosses, row on row.”
— John McCrae



Last Friday our school commemorated the First World War with an Armistice parade in
the playground. After our silence in order to reflect and remember those who lost their
lives, Interact served up hot chocolate and donuts for everyone to enjoy. By doing this
we raised money for Horseback UK charity. This charity aims to inspire recovery, regain
self esteem and promote positive change in an individual. They help army veterans who
sadly suffer from life changing injuries and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), and
they provide as much support as possible to help veterans with their recovery.  We are

very lucky to be where we, are and have supported Horseback UK by raising a lot of
money for them, and their efforts to help others.

Interact Update: Armistice 
Grace Berry



Since light travels faster than sound, some
people appear bright until you hear them speak.

 
 

To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To
steal from many is research.

 
 

In filling out an application, where it says “in
case of emergency, Notify:” I put ‘DOCTOR’.

 
 

I used to be indecisive. Now I’m not too sure.
 
 

To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and
then call whatever you hit the target.

 
 

We never really grow up, we only learn how to
act in public.

 

qnlabs

Mrs Watson’sMrs Watson’sMrs Watson’s

ParaprosdokiansParaprosdokiansParaprosdokians
The term means “against expectations” in Greek. These are
figures of speech in which the latter part of the sentence or

phrase is surprising or unexpected in a way that causes
the reader or listener to reframe or reinterpret the first

part. Apparently Winston Churchill loved them!



Many will tell you (especially if you study it) that Latin is a dead language. But
how dead can a language be if it's still taught in schools, used in science and
common in modern society? And if Latin is dead, what does that make
unspoken, forgotten languages like Pictish, Gaulish, Lydian and Egyptian? If a
language is dead, what does that mean for its people, for their conversation
and literature, for their history? Who is left to read their books and understand
their songs? Who is left to teach their tenses, idioms and jokes to others?
Some languages die out quickly - this is the case for many Native American and
Australasian languages after the arrival of European colonists. Their people,
who had been isolated for thousands of years from the rest of the world and
had developed their own vocally and verbally unique languages and cultures
independent from the rest of the world, died out quickly from parasitic diseases
to which they had no resistance. An entire culture, wiped out in the space of a
few decades. Their stories and songs left undeciphered, the buildings blocks of
society the final things to fall once the last of its people die.
Some languages die slowly. No-one wanted to learn Cornish, or Dalmatian, or
Norn, so when their final speakers died out, so did their languages. This is one
of the saddest ways for a language to die. Not disease, or colonisation, or
extermination, but simply a lack of human interest. All of these slow-death
languages can never now be learnt simply because the rest of the world never
showed an interest until it was too late.
What perhaps may be the kindest way to kill a language is the fate befallen by
languages such as Latin and Sanskrit. Whilst these languages are technically
and ethnologically classified as dead, these ancient languages live on. Latin, for
example, despite being the most famous “dead” language never truly stopped
being used. Instead, Latin speakers spread out across Europe, and regional
dialects developed into completely separate linguistic societies. These groups
developed independent cultures and unique regional variations, becoming their
distinct languages, now known today as French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian
and Romanian. Latin was never really dead, it only became redundant as its
native speakers spread out across the world and built their communities,
stories, songs and nations.
Latin lives on to the modern-day not just through its descendants also in the
worlds of mathematics, taxonomy and medicine, as well as in many phrases
used in day-to-day English, such as ad astra, et cetera, id est and many more.
Even today, Latin continues to be an available language on ATMs in the Vatican
City, the only sovereign nation to still use Latin in such a common function as
this.
Language death is unavoidable for many languages, but there are many ways
we can help. Learning and encouraging the education of foreign languages,
especially smaller languages specific to regional communities, helps ensure
these unique and valuable aspects of human society can remain accessible for
generations to come. Language is what makes us human, and to lose that key
aspect of a civilisation is to lose a part of that culture’s humanity.

Izzy Clark 

THE DEATH OF LANGAUGES:THE DEATH OF LANGAUGES:THE DEATH OF LANGAUGES:

WHERE ARE THEY GOING?WHERE ARE THEY GOING?WHERE ARE THEY GOING?    



 

Last week was Remembrance Day for all those who died in any war; not only soldiers, but also the
ordinary people who were pushed to the limits to survive. During the minute of silence I thought of
Anne Frank, a young girl who lost everything, including her life, because of World War 2. During the war,
she wrote a diary about her experiences of being a Jewish girl and trying to survive at that time.

Anne Frank was born on June 12th 1929 in Frankfurt, Germany. She had an older sister named Margot,
her parents were named Edith and Otto. When Hitler rose to power, Otto realised that they were in
danger and in 1933, he moved his family to live in Switzerland with one of Anne’s grandmothers and
later moved to Amsterdam. 

Anne had a relatively happy childhood until May 10th 1940, when Germany invaded the Netherlands.
The Jewish people had to tell the Nazis who they were and where they lived and were treated horribly
them, but Anne managed to find some happiness when she was given a diary in which she would
confide everything.

Then the Frank family would receive devastating news, Margot was to be sent to a labour camp! Anne’s
parents wouldn’t allow this, so they decided to go into hiding. They hid behind a bookcase in Otto’s old
company office. Their hideout was called the Secret Annex. They had a group of non-Jewish friends
from the outside to bring them supplies. Their names were Bep Voskuijl, Victor, Johannes and Miep
Gies.

On August 4th 1944 tragedy struck, when the German soldiers stormed the Annex arresting all the
family. The family was taken to a concentration camp and split apart. To this day nobody knows who
told the Nazis about the Annex, but Miep, one of the friends, went to the Annex and took Anne’s diary
and photo albums, wanting to return them to the family someday before the Nazis found them. Sadly,
only one person from the Annex lives to see freedom again, Otto Frank. Anne and Margot died of
typhus in the concentration camp, their mother being killed immediately. Otto was devastated to learn
what happened to his family. When Miep returned the diary and albums, Otto was urged to publish
Anne’s diary, which he did. It was originally called, ‘The Secret Annex’ but the title would later be
changed to, ‘Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl’. Otto worked hard to keep the memory of his family alive
and, in 1960, the Annex became open to the public. Anne Frank was a young girl who lost everything
due to war and the Nazis’ cruelty and her story shows how so many people, not just the soldiers who
fought in the war, but many civilians who went to extreme measures to protect themselves and their
families lost their lives. Anne Frank and all those living in the Secret Annex, are all people who should
be remembered as casualties of war.  

Anne Frank 
Maisey Lafollette 
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Naomi Sibson, F5

Naomi Sibson, F5

Zara Mason, F2

Harriet Vincent, F5



Children are starving, resources are depleting, sea levels are rising, and yet our government still refuses to
legalise Genetically Modified Crops. According to EU legislation, Genetically Modified Organisms, or GMOs, are
defined as, “organisms in which the genetic material (DNA) has been altered in a way that does not occur
naturally by mating and/or recombination.” GM crops have been specialised by scientist for years, going
through vigorous testing, to have useful features. This could include; resistance against disease, drought or
even a longer shelf life. With such desirable properties, why is this valuable technology being wasted when 1 in
9 people still go hungry across the world? Currently, in Scotland, there are no GM crops grown but if we want to
survive in a future where overcrowding, climate change and obesity will be our biggest issues, GM crops will be
critical in our survival.

One of the most impressive features about GM crops is the fact that they can be altered to become disease
and/or drought resistant. This offers itself up to a multitude of possibilities, that are and will be exceedingly
valuable. Firstly, crop disease is devastating, not only for farmers and food supplies, but also, for the economy
of nations across the globe. This is because many countries rely on farming in their primary sector. If a crop
disease were to strike, in a region, such as Sub-Saharan Africa, where Agriculture can account for up to 70% of
a country’s GPD, the effects it would have on the economy, and the food supply to millions of innocent lives,
would be indefensibly catastrophic. In addition, unemployment would grow exponentially as agriculture
employs an enormous number of people. Employment in Agriculture amounted to 1 billion people in 2018
alone, an almost unimaginably high figure. This means GM crops that are disease resistant against common
crop diseases, or a crop disease causing havoc within a specific area, would become invaluable to us.

Much of the stigma surrounding GM crops is in regard to the safety of this new technology. Many fear the
unseen problems we could face in the future, yet these worries have no bases in reality. In fact, The Royal
Society, a highly reputable organisation whose main purpose is to recognise and encourage science for the
benefit of humanity, stated that, “GM crops are more extensively tested than non-GM varieties before release
both for their environmental effects and as foods. They also tend to have fewer genetic differences from their
predecessor than new non-GM varieties.” This illustrates that GM plants, in order to be deemed as safe,
undergo rigorous testing, more so than their non-GM counterparts. In addition, 18 countries across the globe,
grow over 50000 hectares of GM crops, facing no highly detrimental health issues. This shows that there is no
sign GM crops has negatively impacted those countries and thus, we are losing out on amazingly beneficial
advantages because of minor concerns that have been disproven by respected professionals and ratified
studies.

Are we to continue letting our children go hungry, our planet deteriorate, our homes flood, whilst we actively
ignore the solution? It is clear that in order for the continuation of all humanity we need to turn to GM crops for
our survival. Food has played a vital part of society since the very first ancient Mesopotamian civilisation and will
only continue to become a larger issue as we have to face the critical effects of a harsher environment.
Scotland has the capability to adapt and become the global leader of GM crop research and it is sorrowful to
see the potential of GM crops being wasted when they are exactly what we need. Globally, whilst an estimated
900 million people go staving, 1.3 billion tonnes of food is wasted - enough to feed 3 billion. This is shameful
and we need to do better. Experts have proven time and time again that GM crops are useful, harmless and will
be vital in the preservation of us all, yet our government continues to purposely neglect the contemporary
brilliance of GM crops that will be crucial in the world to come. Thus, I implore you to support the legalisation of
Genetically Modified crops.

We are running out of thyme?We are running out of thyme?We are running out of thyme?
Co-Deputy Editor, Zara Taylor



HSD This Week In Pics



What is your name and job here at the High School of Dundee? 

My name is Mr. Salmond and I am an ICT infrastructure engineer; it’s part of
the ICT department network team.

It’s a wide range of jobs day to day, while my main focus is on the design,
installation and maintenance of the school servers. I also help with cyber

security and on occasion I’ve worked with the help desk, if it’s busy or to cover
the holidays.

 
I do, it can be challenging but I work with a good team.

I don’t usually see many staff members other than those at the ICT
department network team. However, when I occasionally cover for the help

desk I will try to get out and see staff members if they have issues. This
means I sometimes can see them face to face.

I was at Dundee University, so when I saw the High School of Dundee’s job
application pop up, I applied here, and here I still am!

What does your day to day job consist of?

Do you enjoy your job?

How often do you see other members of the school?

How did you end up working here?

Unseen Staff: Mr Salmond
Ruby McIntee



In 2020 alone, 400,000 people took part in “Veganuary” worldwide. Some with the intention of saving cute
little sheep from suffering, and some with the intention of saving our planet. There is no doubt that earth is
enduring devastating climate change damage, and will continue to do so if, as a human race we, do not make
huge changes. However, science has proven again and again, that cutting all animal products out of your life
is not necessarily the correct change to make. Be that as it may, the number of vegans is still rapidly growing.
If you look closely at the items in a vegan’s Tesco trolley, you’ll discover they came from all corners of the
world. Britain imports the majority of our foods from overseas - lentils from Canada, beans from Brazil,
mangoes from India. The planes those foods came over to the U.K. in created more green house gas
emissions per kg than poultry. That statistic alone should be enough to question the benefits of Veganism on
the environment.
Lately everybody has a picture of their smashed avocado and toast posted on their Instagram. Avocados are
loved by all, and vegans are especially fond of them. They’re delicious and extremely healthy. They’re high in
lots of vitamins and are a healthy source of fat. Seems perfect, right? Wrong! They have serious consequences
for our environment. For just one avocado to fully grow and ripen it requires around 270 litres of water. That’s
four times more water than your typical shower! This is particularly bad for the countries they’re grown in,
during the summer months of the year. Avocados are grown in countries such as Chile, Mexico and Kenya,
which have dry summers and are therefore water-stressed regions. This water shortage puts great strain on
the local environment. These countries rely on exporting their produce to places such the U.K., especially
because of quickly increasing Western demand. However, over the years it has begun having detrimental
effects on them. In addition to the large volume of water they require, the waste they produce, the special
storage conditions they need and the packaging that is required for them to be sold in our local
supermarkets, result in a hefty carbon footprint. It’s the equivalent of 2.2kg of CO2 per kg of avocados
imported to the U.K. This shows that avocados alone are having a substantial negative contribution to our
climate change problem.
Forests are being cut down. Natural environments are being damaged. Small town farmers are losing their
jobs. Communities of people are being driven out of their homes. This is all just in a single South American
country growing soybeans to meet the rapidly increasing demand for them across the globe. Soy has
popularised in recent years. But forests, grasslands and wetlands are being destroyed to grow soy. Is this
ravaging of acres and acres of rainforest really worth it? By being vegan shouldn’t people be more
environmentally conscious, and help slow down climate change? Without knowing it, vegans are destroying
the very lungs of our planet, becoming the very thing they wish to defeat. Much of the major vegan produce,
such as tofu, avocados and almond milk, are extremely bad for the environment. In some cases, you’ll
discover that it’s sometimes better to eat the lamb chops from the local farm a few miles down the road, than
fly soy 9000km to London Heathrow to make tofu. 
Veganism isn’t all bad. Eating alternatives to beef, the highest CO2 producer, is great; however, in many cases
what is being eaten instead is also not good for our environment. Many vegetables need plenty of water to be
grown and are often flown great distances to reach our supermarkets. Just as it’s possible to be vegan and
have an unhealthy diet, it’s also possible to be a vegan and have your diet and lifestyle be detrimental to the
environment. There are many good aspects to being vegan, however the best way to help our environment,
with our food choices is to keep a balanced diet, with everything in moderation; encourage sustainable forms
of meat and dairy production; stop high polluting, unethical forms of meat production and be especially
watchful of where your food is coming from. People need to be educated about the consequences of
veganism. Cutting all animal produce out of your life isn’t necessarily the best thing to do. Choices need to
made carefully. With the number of vegans worldwide rapidly growing, people need to start being careful of
the food they’re buying; how much water and heat it took to grow; the deforestation it caused; and the
thousands of miles it had to travel to reach Britain. Vegetables don’t equal environmentally friendly.

Veganism…



Canva  

 

During Christmas time in 2011, Norway ran out of butter. Norway
is one of the richest countries in the world, so how can it run out

of such a common item as butter? Well, there are multiple
reasons for this, one of which is that to start with, there wasn’t
really a problem with the supply of butter. Yes, there was less

butter on the shelves then there usually was at that time of year.
However, if the media hadn’t pointed it out, everything would
have been fine. Once it had been brought to attention, people
began to panic buy it (like they did with toilet paper during the
first lockdown) which quickly emptied the shelves of the loved

dairy product, as people wanted to use it to bake with over
Christmas. Another reason that there wasn’t enough is that in

Norway in 2011 the summer was very cold and wet. This meant
that the grass that the cows usually grazed on wasn’t growing

properly, resulting in the cows going hungry. This meant that they
weren’t producing any more milk than they had to, meaning a
shortage in dairy products, including butter. In addition to this,
Norway puts massive tariffs on imported butter, with each kilo

that they import having a 25 NOK tariff, meaning that by the time
the butter was sold, it would cost almost double what Norwegian

butter would cost. Even the oil industry got blamed for the
shortage due to their part of the economy also being one of the

biggest contributors to it, making it harder for other industries to
export but easier to import. In the end, the crisis was solved by
reducing the tariff from 25 NOK per kilo to only 4 NOK per kilo,
which allowed some butter to enter Norway until they would be

able to get more milk around a month later.
 

Only five weeks left
till the Christmas

Holidays!
Good luck to F4 for  

Prelims - you’ll be
great! I don’t want

to even start
thinking about my

Higher Prelims… For
now I’m enjoying 
 Christmas music,

early nights and the
feeling that the

festive season is
upon us. 

Finally, a great big
Happy 16th

Birthday to my
Deputy Editor,  Zara

Taylor - without
whom, the weekly
publication would

be full of 
 grammatical

errors ;)

enjoy you
r

enjoy you
r

enjoy you
r

weekend!weekend!weekend!   
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Norwegian ButterNorwegian Butter
CrisisCrisis
Co-Deputy Editor, Isla Watson 


